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Financing an Education in the U.S. 
A U.S. education is an expensive goal.  While the U.S. government has financial aid programs available to qualified American students, most Americans go into considerable debt to pay for their degrees.  International students face the same financial challenges, but do not qualify for many of the sources of financial aid that U.S. students do.  However, international students should be persistent in searching for sources of financial aid.  The information below is intended to serve as a guide to assist you as you begin your search for financial aid.
Begin with the school to which you have been accepted

The Catholic University of America offers limited financial assistance to international students.  

Undergraduate students should contact the Admissions Office to as about available scholarships.  The University sometimes awards international students partial scholarships based on course of study or past academic achievement.  It should be noted, however, that the majority of the undergraduate students do not receive scholarships.
For graduate students, the individual schools may have money for scholarships and assistantships for qualified students.  These often take the form of teaching or research assistantships for graduate students.  These are awarded by the individual departments and schools.
If you have not been informed that you have been awarded a scholarship or other form of financial assistance from the university, you will need to look elsewhere for money to finance your studies.

Resources within your Home Country

Explore any existing scholarship or aid programs in you home country.  The Ministry of Education or your embassy in Washington, D.C. should be able to provide you with information on any available scholarship programs.

General information on Study in the U.S.

	Website
	Site Sponsor and Type of Information Provided

	www.edupass.org
	At this website, you will the following information:

· Calculating College Costs

· Financial Planning Worksheet

· Sources of Financial Aid

· Schools with Financial Aid for International Undergraduate Students

· Useful Publications

· Organizations

· List of scholarships for International Students

· Loans for International Students

· Income Taxes MUCH MORE….



	www.nafsa.org/content/
AboutInternationalEducation/Resources/

resources.htm
	General information for studying in the U.S..  A comprehensive guide to planning, finding funding sources and other useful information.

	www.ed.gov/NLE/USNEI
	Run by the U.S. Department of Education, this site provides international students with lots of information on studying in the U.S., including links to financial aid sites and US government assistance.

	http://exchanges.state.gov/education
	An excellent resource for students this site provides a lot of information on scholarships and fellowships available for U.S. Study.  The site also links to overseas Educational Advising Centers that provide valuable counseling and advice to students who want to study in the U.S.


Sources for Information on Scholarships

Listed below are several websites that will provide information on scholarships and fellowships.
	Website
	Site Sponsor and Type of Information Provided

	http://www.internationalscholarships.com

	information on grants, scholarships and loan programs:

	www.columbia.edu/cu/sipa/FINAID
	Compiled and maintained by the School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, this provides a directory of graduate grants and fellowships

	www.iefa.org
	This scholarship search engine is maintained by the International Education Financial Aid and provides information on grants, scholarships and loans for international students

	www.fastweb.com
	This search engine requires you to register and provide certain information.  The search engine will produce for you a list of available scholarships  that match your information.

	www.scholarships.com
	This search engine requires you to register and provide certain information.  The search engine will produce for you a list of available scholarships  that match your information.

	http://www.finaid.org/
	This search engine requires you to register and provide certain information.  The search engine will produce for you a list of available scholarships  that match your information.

	www.collegiate.net/infoa4.html
	Listing of financial aid and scholarships.  The main web site www.collegaite.net provides help locating information on higher education.

	www.foundationcenter.org
	A collection of materials of interest to those seeking scholarships or fellowships.  The Foundation Center runs five professionally staffed centers around the U.S. where individuals can freely access their publications on foundations, corporate giving, etc.  They operate a site in Washington, DC at:

1001 Connecticut Ave., NW 9th Floor, Washington, DC .  tel. 202-331-1400


Foundations and Sponsoring Organizations

A variety of foundations and government organizations offer financial assistance for international students.
	Website
	Site Sponsor

	www.laspau.harvard.edu
	Associated with Harvard University, LASPAU - Academic and Professional Programs for the Americas offers financial assistance to students from the Caribbean and Latin America for study at universities around the US

	www.amideast.org
	Amideast is an organization dedicated to promoting understanding between the U.s. and the Middle East and North Africa by providing scholarship and exchange opportunities for study.

	http://www.un.org
	United Nations

	www.oas.org
http://www.oas.org/rowe/
www.educoas.org/Portal/?culture=en 
	Organization of American States offers interest-free loans to students from Latin American and the Caribbean.  Students taking these loans commit to return to their home country upon completion of studies. ($15,000 maximum for course of study)

	www.rotary.org 
	Rotary International is a professional organization promoting peace and understanding.  It provided scholarships to students from countries where Rotary Clubs exist for the purpose of studying in other countries where Rotary is active. 

	http://www.peointernational.org
	P.E.O. International

	www.soros.org
	The Soros network in a group of international organizations supporting an open society.  

	www.iie.org
	The Institute for International Education

	www.worldbank.org/wbi
	The World Bank Institute provides opportunities for graduate study and research  to promising professionals from developing countries

	www.aauw.org/3000/fgabod.html
	American Association of University Women Educational Foundation has provided grants and fellowships to women from 123 countries

	www.amherst.edu/~careers/fellowscholar.html 
	Amherst College maintains an extensive guide to private and corporate foundations that provide aid

	http://Exchanges.state.gov/education/Fulbright 
	Fulbright program administered by the U.S. Department of State

	http://exchanges.state.gov/education/hhh 
	The Humphrey Fellowship offered by the U.s. government to professionals from around the world for one year of study

	www.isep.org

	International Student Exchange Program (ISEP) is designed so that students exchanged throughout the ISEP network pay all of their fees, including room and board, to their home institution and take up a place at a host institution, with no money changing hands. Exchanges can occur at any tertiary academic level and in any discipline and can range in length from one academic term to two years. In most cases, ISEP participants are matriculated directly into the host institution and pursue courses with native students. 




Loans

If you are unable to find a scholarship or fellowship that meets your needs, you may need to investigate the possibility of taking out a loan.  While debt is often frowned upon by many cultures, in the U.S. it is not uncommon for students to take out student loans to pay for their education.  Sometimes, this may be the only option available.
	Website
	Site Sponsor

	www.iefc.com
	International Education Finance Corporation (IEFC) created the International Student Loan Program (ISLP) as the premier loan option to help them pay for their international educations in the United States and abroad.

ISLP is a credit-based loan that requires a creditworthy applicant who is a US citizen or permanent resident. Foreign students MUST have a US citizen or permanent resident as a co-signer regardless of loan amounts or other circumstances.

	http://www.citifinancial.com 
	Citifinancial.  Website provides information on  financing tuition.  You can apply on line or call 1-800-995-CASH for more information.

	http://www.teri.org
	The Education Resource Institute is a non-profit organization that offers loans to international students

1-800-255-TERI

	http://www.studentloan.com
	Citibank’s loan program

	www.educaid.com/educationloans.htm 
	

	www.internationalstudentloan.com 
	

	www.globalslc.com
	Does not require a US cosigner

	www.finaid.org
	

	www.plato.com
	

	www.accessgroup.org
	The Access Group

	www.loansforstudents.org
	Chela Financial

	www.mefa.org
	Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority

	www.nelliemae.com
	Nellie Mae

	www.salliemae.com
	Sallie Mae

	http://wellsfargo.com
	Wells Fargo
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