
Deciding which Forms to File 
Now that you have determined your residency status for tax purposes, it is now important to determine 
which forms you need to file.  If you were a nonresident for tax purpose, use the chart below to 
determine which form(s) you need to file. 
 
     Have you received any income from a U.S. Source?        
          No  You must file 
               only 
            Form 8843 
    Yes 
 
 
    Is that income only in the form of a scholarship that  

covers tuition, fees, books and is not given with    Yes 
the expectation of services such as teaching and/ 
or research? 

 
    No 
 
 
    Are all of the following statements true? 

• You will claim no dependents 
• No one else can claim you as a  

dependent on their return. 
• Your only source of income were: 

o Wages, salaries, tips      You  
o Taxable refunds of state/local income taxes   Yes  may 
o Scholarship or fellowship grants    file 

•  Your taxable income is under $50,000    the 
• The only adjustment to your income is interest          1040NR-EZ 

on a student loan or scholarship exclusion 
• You will claim no tax credits 
• No exempt is claimed for a spouse 
• The only itemized deduction is state and local  

income tax. 
• The only taxes owed are income tax. 

 
  No 

 
        If you were exempt  
        from the Substantial 

You need to file the     Presence Test, you 
1040NR      must also file Form 

        8843 
 
If you are a resident for tax purposes, you will file the same tax forms as US citizens and will choose 
between the 1040 or the 1040 EZ.   


