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delay such tentative return is supple-
mented by a return made on the proper 
form. For additions to the tax in case 
of failure to file a return within the 
prescribed time, see the provisions of 
§ 301.6651–1 of this chapter (Regulations 
on Procedure and Administration). 
In any case where the use of Form W–
2 is required from the purpose of mak-
ing a return or reporting information, 
such requirement may be satisfied by 
submitting the information required by 
such form on magnetic tape or by other 
media, provided that the prior consent 
of the Commissioner of Social Security 
(or other authorized officer or em-
ployee thereof has been obtained. 

(c) Signing and verification. For provi-
sions relating to the signing of returns, 
see § 31.6061–1. For provisions relating 
to the verifying of returns, see 
§ 31.6065(a)–1. 

(d) Reporting of identifying numbers. 
For provisions relating to the report-
ing of identifying number on returns 
required under the regulations in this 
part, see § 31.6109–1. 

(68A Stat. 747, 26 U.S.C. 6051; and 68A Stat. 
917, 26 U.S.C. 7805) 

[T.D. 6516, 25 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6606, 27 FR 8516, Aug. 25, 
1962; T.D. 6883, 31 FR 6590, May 3, 1966; T.D. 
7276, 38 FR 11345, May 7, 1973; T.D. 7396, 41 FR 
1904, Jan. 13, 1976; T.D. 7580, 43 FR 60159, Dec. 
26, 1978]

§ 31.6011(a)–8 Composite return in lieu 
of specified form. 

The Commissioner may authorize the 
use, at the option of the employer, of a 
composite return in lieu of any form 
specified in this part for use by an em-
ployer, subject to such conditions, lim-
itations, and special rules governing 
the preparation, execution, filing, and 
correction thereof as the Commissioner 
may deem appropriate. Such composite 
return shall consist of a form pre-
scribed ty the Commissioner and an at-
tachment or attachments of magnetic 
tape or other approved media. Notwith-
standing any provisions in this part to 
the contrary, a single form and attach-
ment may comprise the returns of 
more than one employer. To the extent 
that the use of a compsoite return has 
been authorized by the Commissioner, 
references in this part to a specific 
form for use by the employer shall be 

deemed to refer also to a composite re-
turn under this section. 

[T.D. 7200, 37 FR 16544, Aug. 16, 1972]

§ 31.6011(a)–9 Instructions to forms 
control as to which form is to be 
used. 

Notwithstanding provisions in this 
part which specify the use of a par-
ticular form for a return or other docu-
ment required by this part, the use of a 
different form may be required by the 
latter form’s instructions. In such case, 
the latter form shall be completed in 
accordance with its instructions. 

[T.D. 7351, 40 FR 17145, Apr. 17, 1975]

§ 31.6011 (a)–10 Instructions to forms 
may waive filing requirement in 
case of no liability tax returns. 

Notwithstanding provisions in this 
part which require that a tax return be 
filed, the instructions to the form on 
which a return of tax is otherwise re-
quired by this part to be made may 
waive such requirement with respect to 
a particular class or classes of no li-
ability tax returns. Returns in a class 
for which such requirement has been so 
waived need not be made. 

This Treasury decision is not adverse 
to any taxpayer. For this reason, it is 
found unnecessary to issue this Treas-
ury decision with notice and public 
procedure under subsection (b) of sec-
tion 553 of title 5 of the United States 
Code or subject to the effective date 
limitation of subsection (d) of that sec-
tion. 

[T.D. 8229, 53 FR 35811, Sept. 15, 1988]

§ 31.6011(b)–1 Employers’ identifica-
tion numbers. 

(a) Requirement of application—(1) In 
general—(i) Before October 1, 1962. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b) of 
this section, every employer who on 
any day after December 31, 1954, and 
before October 1, 1962, has in his em-
ploy one or more individuals in em-
ployment for wages subject to the 
taxes imposed by the Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act, but who prior to 
such day neither has been assigned an 
identification number nor has applied 
therefor, shall make an application on 
Form SS–4 for an identification num-
ber. 
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(ii) On or after October 1, 1962. Except 
as provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, every employer who on any day 
after September 30, 1962, has in his em-
ploy one or more individuals in em-
ployment for wages which are subject 
to the taxes imposed by the Federal In-
surance Contributions act or which are 
subject to the withholding of income 
tax from wages under section 3402, but 
who prior to such day neither has been 
assigned an identification number nor 
has applied therefor, shall make an ap-
plication on Form SS–4 for an identi-
fication number. 

(iii) Method of application. The appli-
cation, together with any supple-
mentary statement, shall be prepared 
in accordance with the form, instruc-
tions, and regulations applicable there-
to, and shall set forth fully and clearly 
the data therein called for. Form SS–4 
may be obtained from any district di-
rector or director of a service center or 
any district office of the Social Secu-
rity Administration. The application 
shall be filed with the internal revenue 
officer designated in the instructions 
applicable to Form SS-4, or with the 
nearest district office of the Social Se-
curity Administration. The application 
shall be signed by (a) the individual, if 
the employer is an individual; (b) the 
president, vice president, or other prin-
cipal officer, if the employer is a cor-
poration; (c) a responsible and duly au-
thorized member or officer having 
knowledge of its affairs, if the em-
ployer is a partnership or other unin-
corporated organization; or (d) the fi-
duciary, if the employer is a trust or 
estate. An identification number will 
be assigned to the employer in due 
course upon the basis of the informa-
tion reported on the application re-
quired under this section. 

(2) Time for filing Form SS–4. The ap-
plication for an identification number 
shall be filed on or before the seventh 
day after the first payment of wages to 
which reference is made in paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section. For provisions re-
lating to the time when wages are paid, 
see § 31.3121(a)–2 and paragraph (b) of 
§ 31.3402(a)–1. 

(b) Employers who are assigned identi-
fication numbers without application. An 
identification number may be assigned, 
without application by the employer, 

in the case of an employer who has in 
his employ only employees who are en-
gaged exclusively in the performance 
of domestic service in his private home 
not on a farm operated for profit (see 
§ 31.3121(a)(7)–1. If an identification 
number is so assigned, the employer is 
not required to make an application on 
Form SS–4 for the number. 

(c) Crew leaders. Any person who, as a 
crew leader within the meaning of sec-
tion 3121(o), furnishes individuals to 
perform agricultural labor for another 
person shall, on or before the first date 
on which he furnishes such individuals 
to perform such labor for such other 
person, advise such other person of his 
name; permanent mailing address, or if 
none, present address; and identifica-
tion number, if any. 

(d) Use of identification number. The 
identification number assigned to an 
employer (other than a household em-
ployer referred to in paragraph (b) of 
this section) shall be shown in the em-
ployer’s records, and shall be shown in 
his claims to the extent required by 
the applicable forms, regulations, and 
instructions. For provisions relating to 
the inclusion of identification numbers 
in returns, statements on Form W–2, 
and depositary receipts, see § 31.6109–1. 

[T.D. 6516, 25 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6606, 27 FR 8517, Aug. 25, 
1962; T.D. 7012, 34 FR 7693, May 15, 1969]

§ 31.6011(b)–2 Employees’ account 
numbers. 

(a) Requirement of application—(1) In 
general—(i) Before November 1, 1962. 
Every employee who on any day after 
December 31, 1954, and before November 
1, 1962, is in employment for wages sub-
ject to the taxes imposed by the Fed-
eral Insurance Contributions Act, but 
who prior to such day has neither se-
cured an account number nor made ap-
plication therefor, shall make an appli-
cation on Form SS–5 for an account 
number. 

(ii) On or after November 1, 1962. Every 
employee who on any day after October 
31, 1962, is in employment for wages 
which are subject to the taxes imposed 
by the Federal Insurance Contributions 
Act or which are subject to the with-
holding of income tax from wages 
under section 3402 but who prior to 
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such day has neither secured an ac-
count number nor made application 
therefore, shall make an application on 
Form SS–5 for an account number. 

(iii) Method of application. The appli-
cation shall be prepared in accordance 
with the form, instructions, and regu-
lations applicable thereto, and shall set 
forth fully and clearly the data therein 
called for. The employee shall file the 
applicaiton with any district office of 
the Social Security Administration or, 
if the employee is not working within 
the United States, with the district of-
fice of the Social Security Administra-
tion at Baltimore, Maryland. Form SS–
5 may be obtained from any district of-
fice of the Social Security Administra-
tion or from any district director. An 
account number will be assigned to the 
employee by the Social Security Ad-
ministration in due course upon the 
basis of information reported on the 
application required under this section. 
A card showing the name and account 
number of the employee to whom an 
account number has been assigned will 
be furnished to the employee by the 
Social Security administration. 

(2) Time for filing Form SS–5. The ap-
plication shall be filed on or before the 
seventh day after the occurrence of the 
first day of employment to which ref-
erence is made in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section, unless the employee 
leaves the employ of his employer be-
fore such seventh day, in which case 
the application shall be filed on or be-
fore the date on which the employee 
leaves the employ of his employer. 

(3) Changes and corrections. Any em-
ployee may have his account number 
changed at any time by applying to a 
district office of the Social Security 
Administration and showing good rea-
sons for a change. With that exception, 
only one account number will be as-
signed to an employee. Any employee 
whose name is changed by marriage or 
otherwise, or who has stated incorrect 
information on Form SS–5, should re-
port such change or correction to a dis-
trict office of the Social Security Ad-
ministration Copies of the form for 
making such reports may be obtained 
from any district office of the adminis-
tration. 

(b) Duties of employee with respect to 
his account number—(1) Information to be 

furnished to employer. An employee 
shall, on the day on which he enters 
the employ of any employer for wages, 
comply with the provisions of para-
graph (b)(1)(i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) of this 
section, except that, if the employee’s 
services for the employer consist solely 
of agricultural labor, domestic service 
in a private home of the employer not 
on a farm operated for profit, or service 
not in the course of the employer’s 
trade or business, the employee shall 
comply with such provisions on the 
first day on which wages are paid to 
him by such employer, within the 
meaning of § 31.3121(a)–2. 

(i) Employee who has account number 
card. If the employee has been issued 
an account number card by the Social 
Security Administration and has the 
card available, the employee shall 
show it to the employer. 

(ii) Employee who has number but card 
not available. If the employee does not 
have available the account number 
card issued to him by the Social Secu-
rity Administration but knows what 
his account number is, and what his 
name is, exactly as shown on such 
card, the employee shall advise the em-
ployer of such number and name. Care 
must be exercised that the employer is 
correctly advised of such number and 
name. 

(iii) Employee who has receipt acknowl-
edging application. If the employee does 
not have an account number card but 
has available a receipt issued to him by 
an office of the Social Security Admin-
istration acknowledging that an appli-
cation for an account number has been 
received, the employee shall show such 
receipt to the employer. 

(iv) Employee who is unable to furnish 
number or receipt. If an employee is un-
able to comply with the requirement of 
paragraph (b)(1)(i), (ii), or (iii) of this 
section, the employee shall furnish to 
the employer a statement in writing, 
signed by the employee, setting forth 
the date of the statement, the employ-
ee’s full name, present address, date 
and place of birth, father’s full name, 
mother’s full name before marriage, 
and the employee’s sex, including a 
statement as to whether the employee 
has previously filed an application on 
Form SS–5 and, if so, the date and 
place of such filing. The information 
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required by this subdivision shall be 
furnished on Form SS–5, if a copy of 
Form SS–5 is available. The furnishing 
of such a Form SS–5 or other state-
ment by the employee to the employer 
does not relieve the employee of his ob-
ligation to make an application on 
Form SS–5 and file it with a district of-
fice of the Social Security Administra-
tion as required by paragraph (a) of 
this section. The foregoing provisions 
of this subdivision are not applicable to 
an employee engaged exclusively in the 
performance of domestic service in a 
private home of his employer not on a 
farm operated for profit, or in the per-
formance of agricultural labor, if the 
services are performed for an employer 
other than an employer required to file 
returns of the taxes imposed by the 
Federal Insurance Contributions Act 
with the office of the United States In-
ternal Revenue Service in Puerto Rico. 
However, such employee shall advise 
the employer of his full name and 
present address. 
For provisions relating to the duties of 
an employer when furnished the infor-
mation required by paragraph (b)(1) (i), 
(ii), (iii), or (iv) of this section, see 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(2) Additional information to be fur-
nished by employee to employer. Every 
employee who, on the day on which he 
is required to comply with paragraph 
(b)(1)(i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) of this section, 
has an account number card but for 
any reason does not show such card to 
the employer on such day shall 
promptly thereafter show the card to 
the employer. An employee who does 
not have an account number card on 
such day shall, upon receipt of an ac-
count number card from the Social Se-
curity Administration, promptly show 
such card to the employer, if he is still 
in the employ of that employer. If the 
employee has left the employ of the 
employer when the employee receives 
an account number card from the So-
cial Security Administration, he shall 
promptly advise the employer of his 
account number and name exactly as 
shown on such card. The account num-
ber originally assigned to an employee 
(or the number as changed in accord-
ance with paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion) shall be used by the employee as 
required by this paragraph even though 

he enters the employ of other employ-
ers. 

(3) Furnishing of account number by 
employee to employer. See § 31.6109–1 for 
additional provisions relating to the 
furnishing of an account number by the 
employee to his employer. 

(c) Duties of employer with respect to 
employees’ account numbers—(1) Em-
ployee who shows account number. Upon 
being shown the account number card 
issued to an employee by the Social Se-
curity administration, the employer 
shall enter the account number and 
name, exactly as shown on the card, in 
the employer’s records, returns, state-
ments for employees, and claims to the 
extent required by the applicable 
forms, regulations, and instructions. 

(2) Employee who does not show ac-
count number card. With respect to an 
employee who, on the day on which he 
is required to comply with paragraph 
(b)(1)(i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) of this section, 
does not show the employer an account 
number card issued to the employee by 
the Social Security Administration, 
the employer shall request such em-
ployee to show him such card. If the 
card is not shown, the employer shall 
comply with the applicable provisions 
of paragraph (c)(1)(i), (ii), (iii), (iv), or 
(v) of this section: 

(i) Employee who has not applied for 
account number. If the employee has 
not been assigned an account number 
and has not made application therefor 
with a district office of the Social Se-
curity Administration, the employer 
shall inform the employee of his duties 
under this section. 

(ii) Employee who has account number. 
If the employee advises the employer 
of his number and name as shown on 
his account number card, as provided 
in paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this section, 
the employer shall enter such number 
and name in his records. 

(iii) Employee who has receipt for ap-
plication. If the employee shows the 
employer, as provided in paragraph 
(b)(1)(iii) of this section, a receipt 
issued to him by an office of the Social 
Security Administration acknowl-
edging that an application for an ac-
count number has been received from 
the employee, the employer shall enter 
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in his records with respect to such em-
ployee the name and address of the em-
ployee exactly as shown on the receipt, 
the expiration date of the receipt, and 
the address of the issuing office. The 
receipt shall be retained by the em-
ployee. 

(iv) Employee who furnishes Form SS–5 
or statement. If the employee furnishes 
information to the employer as pro-
vided in paragraph (b)(1)(iv) of this sec-
tion, the employer shall retain such in-
formation for use as provided in para-
graph (c)(3)(ii) of this section. 

(v) Household or agricultural employ-
ees. If the employee advises the em-
ployer of his full name and present ad-
dress in accordance with those provi-
sions of paragraph (b)(1)(iv) of this sec-
tion which are applicable in the case of 
employees engaged exclusively in the 
performance of domestic service in a 
private home of the employer not on a 
farm operated for profit, or agricul-
tural labor, the employer shall enter 
such name and address in his records. 

(3) Account number unknown when re-
turn is filed. In any case in which the 
employee’s account number is for any 
reason unknown to the employer at the 
time the employer’s return is filed for 
any return period with respect to 
which the employer is required to re-
port the wages paid to such employee— 

(i) If employee has shown receipt for 
application. If the employee has shown 
to the employer, as provided in para-
graph (b)(1)(iii) of this section, a re-
ceipt issued to him by an office of the 
Social Security Administration ac-
knowledging that an application for an 
account number has been received from 
the employee, the employer shall enter 
on the return, with the entry with re-
spect to the employee, the name and 
address of the employee exactly as 
shown on the receipt, the expiration 
date of the receipt, and the address of 
the issuing office. 

(ii) If employee furnished Form SS–5 or 
statement. If the employee has fur-
nished information to the employer as 
provided in paragraph (b)(1)(iv) of this 
section, the employer shall prepare a 
copy of the Form SS–5 or statement 
furnished by the employee and attach 
the copy to the return. 

(iii) If employee did not furnish receipt, 
Form SS–5, or statement. If neither para-

graph (c)(3)(i) nor (ii) of this section is 
applicable, the employer shall, except 
as provided in paragraph (c)(4) of this 
section, attach to the return a Form 
SS–5 or statement, signed by the em-
ployer, setting forth as fully and clear-
ly as practicable the employee’s full 
name, his present or last known ad-
dress, date and place of birth, father’s 
full name, mother’s full name before 
marriage, the employee’s sex, and a 
statement as to whether an application 
for an account number has previously 
been filed by the employee and, if so, 
the date and place of such filing. The 
employer shall also insert in such 
Form SS–5 or statement an expla-
nation of why he has not secured from 
the employee the information referred 
to in paragraph (b)(1)(iv) of this section 
and shall insert the word ‘‘Employer’’ 
as part of his signature. 

(4) Household or agricultural employees. 
The provisions of paragraph (c)(3)(iii) 
of this section are not applicable with 
respect to an employee engaged exclu-
sively in the performance of domestic 
service in a private home of his em-
ployer not on a farm operated for prof-
it, or in the performance of agricul-
tural labor, if the services are per-
formed for an employer other than an 
employer required to file returns of the 
taxes imposed by the Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act with the office of 
the United States Internal Revenue 
Service in Puerto Rico. If any such em-
ployee has not furnished to the em-
ployer the information required by 
paragraph (b) (1) (i), (ii), or (iii) of this 
section prior to the time the employ-
er’s return is filed for any return pe-
riod with respect to which the em-
ployer is required to report wages paid 
to such employee, the employer shall 
enter the word ‘‘Unknown’’ in the ac-
count number column of the return and 
(i) file with the return a statement 
showing the employee’s full name and 
present or last known address, or (ii) 
enter such address on the return form 
immediately below the name of the 
employee. 

(5) Where to obtain Form SS–5. Em-
ployers may obtain copies of Form SS–
5 from any district office of the Social 
Security Administration or from any 
district director. 
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(6) Prospective employees. While not 
mandatory, it is suggested that the 
employer advise any prospective em-
ployee who does not have an account 
number of the requirements of para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section. 

[T.D. 6516, 25 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6606, 27 FR 8517, Aug. 25, 
1962]

§ 31.6051–1 Statements for employees. 

(a) Requirement if wages are subject to 
withholding of income tax—(1) General 
rule. (i) Every employer, as defined in 
section 3401(d), required to deduct and 
withhold from an employee a tax under 
section 3402, or who would have been 
required to deduct and withhold a tax 
under section 3402 (determined without 
regard to section 3402(n)) if the em-
ployee had claimed no more than one 
withholding exemption, shall furnish 
to each such employee, in respect of 
the remuneration paid by such em-
ployer to such employee during the cal-
endar year, the tax return copy and the 
employee’s copy of a statement on 
Form W–2. For example, if the wage 
bracket method of withholding pro-
vided in section 3402(c)(1) is used, a 
statement on Form W–2 must be fur-
nished to each employee whose wages 
during any payroll period are equal to 
or in excess of the smallest wage from 
which tax must be withheld in the case 
of an employee claiming one exemp-
tion. If the percentage method is used, 
a statement on Form W–2 must be fur-
nished to each employee whose wages 
during any payroll period, reduced by 
the amount of one withholding exemp-
tion, are equal to or in excess of the 
smallest amount of wages from which 
tax must be withheld. See section 3402 
(a) and (b) and the regulations there-
under. Each statement on Form W–2 
shall show the following: 

(a) The name, address, and identifica-
tion number of the employer. 

(b) The name and address of the em-
ployee, and his social security account 
number if wages as defined in section 
3121(a) have been paid or if the Form 
W–2 is required to be furnished to the 
employee for a period commencing 
after December 31, 1962. 

(c) The total amount of wages as de-
fined in section 3401(a), 

(d) The total amount deducted and 
withheld as tax under section 3402, 

(e) The total amount of wages as de-
fined in section 3121(a), 

(f) The total amount of employee tax 
under section 3101 deducted and with-
held (increased by any adjustment in 
the calendar year for overcollection, or 
decreased by any adjustment in such 
year for undercollection, of such tax 
during any prior year) and the propor-
tion thereof (expressed either as a dol-
lar amount, as a percentage of the 
total amount of wages as defined in 
section 3121(a), or as a percentage of 
the total amount of employee tax 
under section 3101) withheld as tax 
under section 3101(b) for financing the 
cost of hospital insurance benefits, 
See paragraph (d) of this section for 
provisions relating to the time for fur-
nishing the statement required by this 
subparagraph. See paragraph (f) of this 
section for an exception for employers 
filing composite returns from the re-
quirement that statements for employ-
ees be on Form W–2. For the require-
ments relating to Form W–2 with re-
spect to qualified State individual in-
come taxes, see paragraphs (d)(3)(ii) of 
§ 301.6361–1 of this chapter (regulations 
on Procedure and Administration). 

(g) Such information relating to cov-
erage the employee has earned under 
the Federal Insurance Contributions 
act, as may be required by Form W–2 or 
its instructions, and 

(h) The total amount paid to the em-
ployee under section 3507 (relating to 
advance payment of earned income 
credit). 

(ii) Payments made in 1955 under a 
wage continuation plan shall be re-
ported on Form W–2 to the extent, and 
in the manner, provided in paragraph 
(b)(8)(i) of § 31.3401(a)–1. 

(iii) In the case of statements fur-
nished by the employer for whom serv-
ices are performed, with respect to 
wages paid after December 31, 1955, 
‘‘the total amount of wages as defined 
in section 3401(a)’’, as used in section 
6051(a)(3), shall include all payments 
made directly by such employer under 
a wage continuation plan which con-
stitute wages in accordance with para-
graph (b)(8)(ii)(a) of § 31.3401(a)–1, with-
out regard to whether tax has been 
withheld on such amounts. 
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